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Oncology Pharmacist Finds Adverse Events, Cuts Costs

A clinical oncology pharmacist examining patients' medications and consulting with patients in a
community oncology clinic documented 131 adverse events and prevented $210,000 in patient
charges, according to a study in the December 2011 Journal of Oncology Pharmacy Practice.’

The clinical pharmacist prevented patient charges "by preventing drug waste, reducing chemotherapy
dosages when indicated, and rounding to the nearest vial size where appropriate." The study
analyzed clinical interventions from September 4, 2004, to October 27, 2006.

Patients saw the clinical pharmacist an average of 2.9 times during treatment. The pharmacist
provided patient-specific treatment information and monitored patients for adverse events.

Positive comments about the pharmacist's services from oncology certified nurses and patients
resulted in the clinic hiring a full-time pharmacy technician to allow the pharmacist more time to
interact with patients.

An abstract of the study can be found at http://opp.sagepub.com/content/17/4/387.abstract.
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