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Clinical Pharmacists Yield a Median Five-fold Return on Investment
Among 31 Studies, Review Shows

Clinical pharmacists working in hospitals, ambulatory care clinics, physician's offices, and community
pharmacies provided a significant return on investment, according to a November 2008 review article
published electronically in Pharmacotherapy.*

In a review of 93 studies published between 2001 and 2005, pharmacist interventions evaluated
included general pharmacotherapeutic monitoring, targeted drug management, and disease state
management. Forty-five of these studies included full economic evaluations, 31 of which showed a
positive economic impact through direct reductions in medication expenditures or an indirect
reduction in costs associated with adverse drug events.

The benefit-to-cost ratios from 15 studies ranged from 1.02:1 to 34.61:1, with a median of 4.81:1,
which means that for every $1 invested in clinical pharmacy services, $4.81 was realized through
lower costs or another economic benefit.

A copy of the full study is available at
http://www.pharmacotherapy.org/pdf/free/Pharm2811 Perez-EconEval.pdf
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