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Pharmacists for Oualicy Patient Care





What YOU Can Do to Increase Patient Access to Pharmacist Services and Medication Management
Support efforts to ensure sufficient infrastructure for pharmacy education. 
There is an acute pharmacist shortage in many states and cities. Community pharmacies, hospitals, and managed care organizations need adequate staff in order to maintain hours of operation and continue important patient care services. While medication use is projected to increase about 20 percent over the next few years, the number of pharmacists is expected to grow at about 3.9 percent annually. 

In order to meet the high demand for pharmacists, it is essential that you support legislative efforts to increase access to pharmacy schools and to ensure that the educational experience is rewarding and complete. Increasing access can be accomplished by the creation of new scholarship programs for pharmacy students and sustaining loan repayment programs for graduates. It is equally important to consider creating or sustaining faculty loan repayment programs, which are an essential tool for the recruitment and retention of qualified faculty.

Ensure that pharmacies have access to new technologies that improve pharmacy efficiency, patient safety, and patient care. 
The annual number of prescriptions dispensed in the U.S. grew from three billion in 2001 to four billion in 2005 − a 33% increase − in part due to the increasing use of medications by “baby boomers” and the increasing longevity of the U.S. population. 
Modern technologies, such as dispensing machines, central fill operations, and electronic prescription transmission, can allow pharmacists to spend more time counseling patients to improve medication use and reduce costs. 

Encourage the use of well-trained pharmacy technicians. 
Well-trained pharmacy technicians assist pharmacists in many activities, allowing pharmacists to spend more time helping patients. States that allow appropriate training and utilization of technicians help decrease the workload on pharmacists and enable them to provide better patient care. 

Expand collaborative drug therapy management (CDTM) legislation and authorize pharmacists to better serve patients.
CDTM brings pharmacists into collaborative partnerships with physicians and other members of the healthcare team to provide services that enhance medication use and patient outcomes. 
The Alliance for Pharmaceutical Care is a consortium of nine national organizations working together to educate the public, policy makers and other key decision makers about the important role that pharmacists play in the ever-evolving healthcare system.

American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) www.aacp.org 


Contact: Will Lang • wlang@aacp.org 

1426 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-2841. Phone: (703) 739-2330 

American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP) www.accp.com 

Contact: John McGlew • jmcglew@accp.cpm 

1101 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 600. Washington, DC 20004-2514. Phone: (202) 7566-2227

Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP) www.amcp.org 

Contact: Mark Brueckl • mbrueckl@amcp.org 
100 North Pitt Street Suite 400. Alexandria, VA 22314.

Phone: (703) 683-8416
American Pharmacists Association (APhA) www.aphanet.org 

Contact: Hrant Jamgochian • hjamgochian@aphanet.org
1100 15th Street, NW, Suite 400. Washington, DC 20037-2985.
Phone: (202) 429-7575

American Society of Consultant Pharmacists (ASCP) www.ascp.com 

Contact: Tom Clark • tclark@ascp.com 
21 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-3563. Phone: 703-739-1316, ext. 123
American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) www.ashp.org  

Contact: Joe Hill • jhill@ashp.org 
7272 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814. Phone (301) 664-8710

National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations (NASPA) www.naspa.us   

Contact: Rebecca Snead • becky@naspa.us 

5501 Patterson Ave., Suite 202, Richmond, VA 23226. 
Phone: (804) 285-4431

National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) www.nacds.org 

Contact: Anne Fellows • AFellows@nacds.org   

413 N. Lee Street Alexandria, VA 22313-1480. Phone: (703) 549-3001
National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA) www.ncpanet.org 
Contact: Reginia Benjamin • reginia.benjamin@ncpanet.org 
100 Daingerfield Road, Alexandria, VA 22314. Phone: (703) 683-8200
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