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Often, barcoded medications are 
obtained through multiple channels 
and used with multiple systems creating 
a complex management scenario.

- Managing a Barcoded Medication Inventory

HIMSS 2007 Pharmacy Informatics Task Force: Managing a Barcoded Medication Inventory.
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Inaccurate bar code mapping

• Contract changes
• Product shortages
• Wholesaler generic substitutions
• Changes in vendor bar code content
• Formulary changes
• Internal repackaging errors

HIMSS 2007 Pharmacy Informatics Task Force: Managing a Barcoded Medication Inventory.

Multiple Databases

• Siemens, Omnicell, AutoMed each have 
their own cross-reference file.

• GHS needed a better  process for 
ensuring that new products were added to 
each cross reference file before the 
product reached the active inventory.
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Automated Cross
Reference Checking
• D-21 / SupplyWorks

• Automatic cross-reference check as part of 
electronic invoice matching.

• Must be specific for each cross-reference file; 
Siemens, AutoMed, Omnicell.

Automated Cross
Reference Checking
1. Each item will be scanned as part of the 

normal receiving process. 
2. The scan code is compared to a copy of a 

cross reference file from each system.
3. Results of the comparison are displayed in a 

color coded format.

OmnicellAutoMedSiemens
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Automated Cross
Reference Checking

Shared Network Folder :
Files updated daily

Scan ID X -Check Interface : 
files retrieved from shared 

folder and stored in Scan ID 
table for cross reference

Receiver acknowledges 
message and continues 

with Receipt process 

Omnicell
X-Ref file

AMS            
X-Ref file

Siemens      
X-Ref file

Receiver acknowledges 
message and continues 

with Receipt process 

Receiver scans 
the Barcode 
during the 

Receipt process

YES –
Scan ID 
found in 

all tables

NO – Scan ID 
missing from 

“vendor”” table

User adds scan id 
to missing system

Product Delivery

SupplyWorks :
The barcode scanned is matched 

against the drug scan id’s in 
SupplyWorks Inventory Management 

system .

SupplyWorks
Inventory 

Management

Receiver puts stock in
Active InventoryReceiver quarantine’s 

product 

Automated Cross
Reference Checking
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