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Objective

Describe a unique tool developed by 
Novant Health for the analysis of 
medication utilization data.

Rationale/Background

Limited usage reporting capabilities
Need for real time data
Ability to populate scorecard and 
understand utilization variances
Goal for health system to establish 
internal benchmark data

The CUBE
Enables guided exploration of drug 
utilization data
Online analytical processing object

Stores data from multiple sources in a   
pre-aggregated form

Generates virtual data warehouse
Clinical, demographic and geographic 
information from various sources
• Pharmacy Drug Master
• Invision (clinical/financial information system)

Daily data refresh

Extractable Dimensions/Measures
Drug

AHFS classification, drug class, 
manufacturer, formulary status, 
generic name, dosage form,        
route, units dispensed, cost

Patient
Diagnosis related group, length of stay

Location
Facility, nursing unit
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Nursing Unit Filter Drug Class Drill Down 

Single Drug Drill Down DRG Top Dollar Down

Length of Stay by Drug Conclusions
The Cube is a useful tool for the 
comprehensive monitoring of drug 
utilization data in a large health 
system
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