




� President Obama has selected Christine K. Cassel, MD, presi-
dent and CEO of the American Board of Internal Medicine,
to serve on the President’s Council of Advisors on Science
and Technology (PCAST). Dr. Cassel represents the American
Board of Medical Specialties within the Partnership, and chairs the
palliative and end-of-life care work group. PCAST is composed of
the nation’s leading scientists and engineers. In her role on PCAST,
Dr. Cassel will advise President Obama and Vice President
Biden directly on policies where science, innovation, and
technology play a prominent role.

� The Institute for Healthcare Improvement’s (IHI’s) Appropriate
Use of Specialty Care Services R&D focuses on two of the nine areas of
overuse the Partnership identified—unwarranted procedures and
unwarranted diagnostic procedures. IHI is hosting an in-person
R&D Lab (with a possible virtual option) July 22-23, providing
participants with the opportunity to discuss the tools and
techniques necessary to improve the use of specialty services.
Discussion points include shared decisionmaking, physician
engagement, and improved care coordination. Learn more about
this new initiative.

� The National Committee for Quality Assurance is featuring
the impact of HIT on the Priorities in the next edition of its
Quality Profiles: The Leadership Series. These best practices can be
used to transform care across the country through an integration
of HIT and the six Priorities.

What Are You Doing?

This newsletter is the first in a monthly series featuring movement
toward achieving the National Priorities and Goals, highlighting actions
of the Partners and others in hopes of spurring additional actions and
achievements. If your organization has programs, presentations, or
policy changes to share, send them to Dan Rafter at
drafter@qualityforum.org. You may find them featured on the website
or here in the newsletter.

The work of the National Priorities Partnership is supported in part by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (www.rwjf.org). The Robert Wood John-
son Foundation’s vision for the future of America’s healthcare provides the Partnership with the freedom to imagine a destination that is aspirational
and achievable.

About the National Priorities Partnership

The 28 National Priorities Partners represent key healthcare stakeholders, including: consumer groups, employers, government, health plans, healthcare
alliances, healthcare professionals, scientists, accrediting and certifying bodies, and quality alliances. They include: AARP, AFL-CIO, Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality, Alliance for Pediatric Quality, America’s Health Insurance Plans, American Board of Medical Specialties, American Nurses Association,
AQA, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Certification Commission for Healthcare Information Technology,
Consumers Union, Hospital Quality Alliance, Institute for Healthcare Improvement, Institute of Medicine, The Joint Commission, Leapfrog Group, National
Association of Community Health Centers, National Business Group on Health, National Committee for Quality Assurance, National Governors Association,
National Institutes of Health, National Partnership for Women & Families, National Quality Forum, Pacific Business Group on Health, Physician Consortium for
Performance Improvement, Quality Alliance Steering Committee, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
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