
References in AJHP Style 
 

___ Are not entered using automatic endnotes or footnotes functions. 

___  Are identified in text, tables, and legends by superscript Arabic numbers. 

___  Are placed under the heading “References,” double-spaced on pages separate from 

the text, and numbered consecutively as they appear in the text. References that 

appear only in tables or figure captions should receive consecutive numbers based 

on the placement of the first mention of the table or figure in the text. 

____ Do not include unpublished observations or personal communications. References to 

personal communications may be inserted in parentheses in the text or included as 

footnotes and should include the contact’s name, the name of the contact’s 

company or institution, and the date of communication (year, month, day). 

____ Have been verified by the author(s) against the original documents. 

____ Abbreviations of journal titles conform to those used by the National Library of 

Medicine for MEDLINE indexing (www.nlm.nih.gov/services/medline_titles.html; 

additional guidance available at www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/constructitle.html). 

____ Include inclusive page numbers. 

____ Are formatted consistently and according to AJHP style, which generally follows the style 

adopted by the National Library of Medicine and used in Index Medicus, with the following 

important exceptions: 

(a) For articles with four or fewer authors, all are listed (last name and two initials); if 

there are five or more authors, only the first three are listed, followed by “et al.” 

(b) In most cases, only the journal’s volume number is listed in the citation. The issue 

number (typically given in parentheses immediately after the volume number) is not 

listed unless the journal is known or appears to be paginated by issue. 

(c) Aside from capitalizing the first letter of the article, book, or chapter title, use all 

lower-case letters. Exceptions to this general rule apply to person and place names 

and other proper nouns, species names (e.g., Staphylococcus, E. coli), names of 

studies (e.g., Framingham Study), acronyms and initialisms (e.g., AIDS, FDA), brand 

names (e.g., Lipitor), Roman numerals (e.g., phase II trial, part III) and in selected 

other situations. 



Types of references: 

 

Standard journal article, including electronic journal article: 

 

1. Seibert HH, Maddox RR, Flynn EA, Williams CK. Effect of barcode technology with electronic 

medication administration record on medication accuracy rates. Am J Health-Syst Pharm. 

2014; 71:209-18. 

 

2. Wingard JR, Carter SL, Walsh TJ et al., for the Blood and Marrow Transplant Clinical Trials 

Network. Randomized, double-blind trial of fluconazole versus voriconazole for prevention of 

invasive fungal infection after allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplantation. Blood. 2010; 

116:5111-8. 

[Note: Comma followed by “for the” (as opposed to semicolon) precedes name of study group 

in author list.] 

 

3. Dager WE. Developing a management plan for oral anticoagulant reversal. Am J Health-Syst 

Pharm. 2013; 70(suppl 1):S21-31. 

 

Article from journal paginated by issue: 

 

4. Toth PP. An update on the benefits and risks of rosuvastatin therapy. Postgrad Med. 2014; 

126(2):7-17. 

 [Note: If page range seems to indicate that the publication is not paginated by volume (as in 

the example above), list both volume and issue numbers.] 

 

Textbook or other book-like reference: 

 

6. Brunton L, Chamber B, Knollman B, eds. Goodman & Gilman’s the pharmacological basis of 

therapeutics. 12th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill; 2011:1275-306.  

 [Note: Provide specific page range for referenced information.] 

 

Chapter or article in a book-like reference: 

 

7. Kantarjian H, Faderl S, Talpaz M. Chronic myelogenous leukemia. In: Devita VT Jr, Hellman S, 

Rosenberg SA, eds. Cancer: principles and practice of oncology. Philadelphia: Lippincott 

Williams & Wilkins; 2001:2433-45.  

 [Note: Provide specific page range for referenced information even if chapter title given.] 

 



Government agency publication (print or online): 

 

8. National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. The seventh report of the Joint National Committee 

on Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Treatment of High Blood Pressure. Bethesda, MD: 

National Institutes of Health; 2003 Dec. NIH publication no. 03-5233. 

9. Food and Drug Administration. Guidance for industry: safety considerations for product design 

to minimize medication errors (December 2012). www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/ 

Guidances/UCM331810.pdf (accessed 2013 Oct 31). 

10. ClinicalTrials.gov. Prevention and treatment of chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy 

in subjects with advanced colorectal cancer. http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT00380874 

(accessed 2013 Sep 26). 

 [Note: Provide date of publication, if it can be ascertained, in parentheses after document 

title, as in example 9.] 

 

Drug package insert or prescribing information (print or online): 

      

11. Jakafi (ruxolitinib) package insert. Wilmington, DE: Incyte Corporation; 2011 Nov. 

12. Teflaro (ceftaroline fosamil) prescribing information. St. Louis: Forest Pharmaceuticals; 2010 

Oct. Revised 2013 May. 

13. Schering Corporation. Victrelis (boceprevir) prescribing information. 

www.accessdata.fda.gov/2011/202258lbl.pdf (accessed 2013 Jan 30). 

14. GlaxoSmithKline. Zofran (ondansetron hydrochloride) prescribing information. 

http://us.gsk.com/products/assets/us_zofran.pdf (accessed 2014 Jan 27). 

 

Information presented at a meeting: 

 

15. MacKay MW, Jones K, Holley M et al. Using electronic refractive index for testing glucose 

concentration in pediatric parenteral nutrition. Abstract presented at ASHP Midyear Clinical 

Meeting. Orlando, FL; 2008 Dec. 

 [Note: Designate method of communication (e.g., abstract, poster, presentation) as 

appropriate.] 

 

Proprietary online databases and mobile applications: 

 

16. Trastuzumab [monograph]. In: Micromedex Drugdex [online database]. Greenwood Village, 

CO: Truven Health Analytics (accessed 2014 Mar 21). 

17. Redbook Online [online database]. Greenwood Village, CO: Truven Health Analytics (accessed 

2014 Feb 28). 



18. Erythromycin [monograph]. In: Lexicomp Online [online database]. Hudson, OH: Lexi-Comp 

(accessed 2014 Jun 16). 

19. Warfarin [monograph]. In: Lexi-Drugs, version 1.13.0 [mobile application]. Hudson, OH: Lexi-

Comp (accessed 2014 Nov 2). 
 

Web pages: 

 

20. American Society of Health-System Pharmacists. Practice Advancement Initiative. 

www.ashpmedia.org/pai/ (accessed 2016 Nov 8). 

21. Institute for Safe Medication Practices. ISMP’s list of high-alert medications in acute care 

settings (2014). www.ismp.org/Tools/institutional highAlert.asp (accessed 2016 May 12). 

22. Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease. Global strategy for the diagnosis, 

management, and prevention of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (updated 2015). 

www.goldcopd.org/ (accessed 2015 Mar 12). 


