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Board Certification Study Timeline:
BCOP 4-Month Calendar



BCOP Best Practices 4-Month Calendar

The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists New Practitioners Forum (NPF) has developed this
guidance document to aid new practitioners in their quest to obtain Board of Pharmacy Specialties
Oncology Pharmacy certification (BCOP). This is not an all-inclusive study guide, although it is broad in
nature and mirrors the content on the ASHP Oncology Pharmacy Preparatory Review and Recertification
Course. The purpose of this document is to provide a structured reference point to keep practitioners
on schedule to sit for the BCOP examination. In addition to providing a suggested study schedule, the
following are some helpful tidbits that we’ve heard about or experienced along the way.

e Portions of the exam correspond with research-oriented topics that challenge an examinee’s
knowledge of how to search for drug information questions, research design, and concepts
involving interpretation of the biomedical literature. “Research Fundamentals” is a series of
articles published in the American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy (AJHP) to consider
reading to become familiar with these research-oriented topics.

e BCOP item writers are highly encouraged to write case-based questions to test concepts, so
what better way to study than by an interactive, case-based format? ASHP’s Oncology Pharmacy
Preparatory Review and Recertification Course is case-based, involving application of concepts
to patient care, just as in clinical practice and on the exam.

*Learn more at www.ashpcertifications.org.

e If new guidelines come out during the 6 months or so prior to the exam, there’s a good chance
that you will not be tested on those. Since the question validation process takes a significant
amount of time, concepts regarding a particular topic are very likely to be based on the

guidelines at the time the question was written.
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http://www.ashpfoundation.org/ajhpresearchseries.aspx
file:///C:/Users/jhaug/Desktop/www.ashpcertifications.org

Month 1
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4
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Suggested 4-Month Calendar

Topics

Chemotherapy Pharmacology and
Pharmacokinetics

Breast Cancer and Gynecologic
Cancers (Ovarian, Cervical,
Endometrial)

Modules

Breast Cancer

Gynecological Malignancies:
Cervical, Endometrial, and Epithelial
Ovarian Cancer

Incorporated Topics

Cardiotoxicity

Use of bisphosphonates in breast
cancer

CINV and use of fosaprepitant

Hypersensitivity reactions with
taxanes/platinum

Neuropathy
Bevacizumab issues: hypertension

Alopecia
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Month 2
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4
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Topics

Colon, Rectal, and Gastrointestinal
Cancers

Multiple Myeloma and
Myelodysplastic Syndromes

Modules

Colon and Rectal Cancers

Gl Cancers

Multiple Myeloma

Chronic Leukemias and
Myelodysplastic Syndrome

Incorporated Topics

Hypersensitivity and neuropathy
with oxaliplatin

Diarrhea

Dermatology issues: hand-foot
syndrome

Anorexia/cachexia

Dosing chemotherapy in hepatic
dysfunction

Maintenance chemotherapy
Use of bisphosphonates in
multiple myeloma/spinal cord

compression

Nephrotoxicity in myeloma
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Month 3
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4
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Topics

Acute Leukemias/Tumor Lysis

Chronic Leukemias

Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplantation (HSCT)/Blood and
Marrow Transplantation (BMT)

Modules

Acute Leukemias/Tumor Lysis

Chronic Leukemias and
Myelodysplastic Syndrome

Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplantation (HSCT)/Blood and
Marrow Transplantation (BMT)

Incorporated Topics

Tumor lysis syndrome
Febrile neutropenia
Management of fungal infections
Eye toxicity: high-dose cytarabine
Coagulation
Myelodysplastic syndromes

Toxicities of tyrosine kinase
inhibitors (TKIs)

Specific TKls (including fluid
retention, hematologic toxicity,
coagulopathy, etc.)

Graft vs. host disease

Chemotherapy maintenance post-
HSCT

Vaccination post-transplant
Mucositis and use of palifermin in
HCST

New Practitioners
Forum

ashp



Month 4
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Topics

Oncology Drug Literature:
Biostatistics and Study Design

Oncology Drug Development Process

Review

Modules

Oncology Drug Literature:
Biostatistics and Study Design

Incorporated Topics

Evaluation of oncology literature
with regard to study design,
methodology, statistical analysis,
and applicability of results

Integrating new information with
existing information to develop
recommendations for clinical use

Research protocol development,
recruitment and monitoring of
patients, data collection and
analysis, publication of results

Regulatory and ethical issues
related to conducting research

Take a practice test
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Tips to Stay On Schedule

1) Identify a study partner and do 2-3 weekly lunch discussions about the week’s topics. Group
accountability!

2) When you approach a topic you feel comfortable with, use your time to study statistics or re-visit a
difficult topic.

3) Keep a notebook with concise notes as you progress. This way you have a quick and concise
reference to review later.

Oncology Certification Preparation

This resource was developed by the ASHP New Practitioners Forum Professional Practice Advisory Group, which is providing members the
opportunity to share resources that might assist in professional endeavors. ASHP is not responsible for, and does not officially endorse this
resource, and further expressly disclaims any and all liability for damages of any kind arising out of the use, reference to, or reliance upon any
information contained in the resource. No guarantee is provided that the content is correct, accurate, complete, up-to-date, or owned by the
individual who posted it. ASHP has not participated in the development of the content, and does not exert any editorial control over it.

All content consists solely of material supplied from contributors, and the opinions and statements expressed by contributors are solely those
of the individual writers, and do not reflect the opinions of ASHP or its officers, directors, or employees. The names and contact information
contained in this resource are published to facilitate communication, and such information shall not be used for commercial purposes.
Reference to any specific commercial entity, product, service, or process does not constitute endorsement, recommendation, favoring, or
disfavoring by ASHP or its officers, directors, or employees. The inclusion of any links to other sites does not imply a recommendation of such
sites.

ASHP MAKES NO WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR ENDORSEMENTS WITH RESPECT TO
THE QUALITY, CONTENT, TIMELINESS, ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, RELIABILITY, OR OWNERSHIP OF THE CONTENT, TEXT, GRAPHICS, LINKS, OR
OTHER ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS RESOURCE, AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL SUCH LIABILITY. ANY RELIANCE PLACED ON SUCH
INFORMATION IS AT THE SOLE RISK OF THE USER. IN NO EVENT WILL ASHP BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE, INCLUDING, WITHOUT
LIMITATION, INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS OR DAMAGE, ARISING FROM THE USE OF THE RESOURCE.

Copyright © 2018, American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, Inc. All rights reserved.
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http://www.oncologyprepcourse.com/

