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Description 
This reference compiles a comprehensive literature search identifying new drugs with extemporaneous 
formulations to provide an accurate and efficient resource for pharmacists who compound. It provides 
ingredients and compounding directions as well as stability data for compounds that are not 
commercially available. This third edition is updated with 39 new formulations. 
 
Purpose 
The authors note that there is still a gap in pharmaceuticals with appropriate pediatric formulations, and 
there continues to be a need for pharmacists to prepare extemporaneous formulations. Additionally, 
compounding legislation continues to evolve, making it important that pharmacists who compound 
extemporaneous formulations must be vigilant in consulting updated references as well maintaining 
compliance with state regulations. This book is designed to meet these needs. 
 
Audience 
The intended audience is pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who compound extemporaneous 
formulations as part of their practice, particularly for pediatric patients. The authors are experienced 
authorities in this area and hold administrative level positions in their institutions. 
 
Features 
This is an extensive compilation of extemporaneous compounds including elixirs, solutions, suspensions, 
syrups, topical/ophthalmic solutions, and commercially available products, as well as appendixes 
covering USP 795 compounding, ASHP technical assistance bulletin on compounding nonsterile 
pharmacy products, and the Michigan Pediatric Safety Collaboration: Standardized Concentrations of 
Compounded Oral Liquids. The best part of this book is how inclusive it is and how efficient it is to 
navigate. The appendixes are especially useful to ensure appropriate and safe nonsterile compounding, 
which is prevalent in pharmacies that service pediatrics.  
 
Assessment 
This exceptional, high-quality reference is crucial for those who perform extemporaneous compounding 
as this specialized area of pharmacy continues to evolve. It stands alone in its completeness and 
accuracy. 
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The first edition of this book was published in 2003. This current edition, now revised and updated, 
provides evidence-based formulations in easy-to-follow “recipes” for 197 non-sterile preparations, 
including 39 preparations new to this edition. 

A comprehensive literature search was carried out to identify new drugs with extemporaneous 
formulations and new formulations of drugs that appeared in the previous edition of the book. Multiple 
published formulations of medicines with the same concentration, as well as formulations with differing 
concentrations, are offered to enable pharmacists to select the most appropriate formulation for their 
patients. Each formulation includes ingredients, preparation details and instructions, storage conditions, 
special instructions, alternatives, expiration dates, references and documented stability data. 

The book is divided into three parts, elixir/solution/suspension/syrup, topical/ophthalmic solution and 
commercially available products. At first sight, the need to include commercially available products 
seems to be unnecessary, but with drug shortages being such a problem it is helpful for pharmacists to 
be able to prepare, if required, medicines for this group of patients. 

The four appendices relate to US practice but still make interesting reading. Appendix A offers an 
overview of USP795 — pharmaceutical compounding of non-sterile preparations. Appendices B and C 
are American Society of Health System Pharmacists (ASHP) documents reproduced in full – ASHP 
Technical Assistance Bulletin on compounding non-sterile products in pharmacies and ASHP Guidelines 
on pharmacy-prepared ophthalmic products. 

The most interesting appendix is the Michigan Pediatric Safety Collaboration: standardised 
concentrations of compounded oral liquids. This project marks the first attempt to standardise 
concentrations of compounded oral liquids in the United States. It is interesting to note that as part of an 
initiative to reduce preventable harm from medicines, the US Food and Drug Administration has 
awarded a three-year contract to ASHP to develop and implement national standardised concentrations 
for intravenous and oral liquid medicines 

It is worth noting that some of the excipients, such as Ora-Sweet, Ora-Plus and Ora-Blend, that appear in 
many of the formulations are branded products made in the United States but are available in the UK. 

This book has value to pharmacists who are required to prepare, extemporaneously, liquid oral 
medicines or ophthalmic solutions for children or older patients. 
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