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Dedication

To my friends and colleagues:

“Education is the best provision for old age.”
—Aristotle
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Preface
The practice of pharmacy is growing steadily more complex. Medications have 
become increasingly essential to treating disease, and each year brings the in-
troduction of ever more sophisticated drugs. Pharmacists have an essential role 
in medication use through counseling patients on proper medication use; advis-
ing physicians, nurses, and other health care providers on medication therapy 
management; and working collaboratively with physicians. It is no surprise that 
pharmacy is one of the most highly regulated health professions. 

As pharmacists take on expanded roles in the health care system, the impor-
tance of pharmacy technicians is highlighted too. They have a key role in support-
ing pharmacists. Today, technicians do many of the tasks that only a few years ago 
were performed by the pharmacist.

Like the pharmacy profession itself, the laws and regulations of pharmacy are 
complex and changing. Each state has its own set of pharmacy laws and regula-
tions. The sheer magnitude of all these laws and regulations makes it impossible 
to specifically address all of them. In this book, I have taken the approach of pro-
viding examples of state laws and regulations that illustrate those found in most 
states. This approach should provide a foundation for pharmacy technicians, or 
persons studying to become technicians, to understand how their particular state 
regulates pharmacy and pharmacy technicians. In the pages that follow, you will 
read about the laws and regulations applicable to pharmacy technicians such as 
whether pharmacy technicians must be registered as well as the qualifications to 
become a pharmacy technician. 

For the pharmacy technician, understanding the laws and regulations of phar-
macy is an essential part of doing your job and doing it well. The fact that phar-
macy is so highly regulated is a clear sign of the importance of your job and the 
importance of the pharmacy profession to the health and well being of patients. 

Diane Darvey
December 2007
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Disclaimer

This publication has been prepared by the author for general informational pur-
poses only and is not intended to contain all laws and regulations that relate or 
may relate to the practice of pharmacy, including but not limited to pharmacy 
technicians. This publication and the materials therein are not provided in the 
course of an attorney–client relationship and are not intended to provide legal or 
other advice. Such advice should only be rendered in reference to the particular 
facts and circumstances appropriate to each situation by the appropriate legal 
professionals and/or consultants selected by the person. Any references or links 
to information or to particular organizations or references are provided as a 
courtesy and convenience, and are not intended to constitute any endorsement 
of the linked materials or the referenced organizations or materials by the author 
or publisher. The content and views on such links and of such organizations are 
solely their own and do not necessarily reflect those of the author or publisher. 
The author of this publication, Diane L. Darvey, prepared this publication on her 
own behalf, not as a representative of the National Association of Chain Drug 
Stores (NACDS). NACDS did not review or approve this publication, and its con-
tents do not necessarily represent the views of NACDS.
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